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Hon, HAROLD PARKER.
IN MEMOEIAM.
Harold Parker, chairman of the State Forest Commission,
died after a brief illness on November 29, 1916. Mr. Parker
was born in Charlestown, June 17, 1854, the descendant of one
of our earliest New England settlers. He was educated in the
public schools, at Phillips Exeter Academy and at Harvard
College. By profession he was a civil engineer, and ranked
among the most eminent engineers in the country. In his pro-
fessional capacity he was connected with many large State and
national undertakings. For many years he was intimately
associated with State activities. He had rendered honorable
service in the General Court. For several years he was chair-
man of the Massachusetts Highway Commission, and as such
took a conspicuous part in the building of the State's mag-
nificent highways. As chairman of the Wachusett Mountain
Reservation Commission he carried out to the fullest extent
the purposes of the act which created it, and devoted much
energy to the development of that magnificent park reserva-
tion. No man was ever more faithful to duties imposed upon
him than was Harold Parker as chairman of the State Forest
Commission. He was conspicuous among the first in the State
to recognize the importance of conserving our natural resources,
and his views with regard to the great possibilities which lie
in the development of a State forest policy are clearly and
forcibly presented in this report, written by him during the
closing days of his useful life.
In all public positions he exhibited the same qualities that
had brought him success in private enterprises, — untiring
energy, industry, natural executive capacity which enabled
him to transact business with great ability and singular cor-
rectness, unusual care and caution in avoiding difficulties in
entering upon any undertaking, and uncompromising rectitude
and firmness of purpose united with a general spirit of kind-
ness toward those with whom he was associated.
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Longfellow has said: —
So when a great man dies,
For years beyond our ken
The hght he leaves behind him
Lies on the paths of men.
As a tribute to his faithful service on the State Forest Com-
mission the new forest in Andover and North Reading has been
named the Harold Parker State Forest.
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THIRD AMUAL EEPOET OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
STATE FOREST €OMMISSION.
The State Forest Commission has now been in existence
nearly three years. During that time it has acquired by pur-
chase, 9,054.85 acres of waste land at a total cost of $31,913.69,
an average total cost of $3.52+ per acre. These lands comprise
three State forests, the Otter River, the Myles Standish and
Harold Parker, and are parts of that large territory in the
State totally neglected and unproductive which is estimated
to be about a million acres in extent, or nearly 20 per cent,
of the total area of the State.
The framers of the act which created the State Forest Com-
mission had in view that this large proportion of the lands of
the State producing no revenue to the owner, and only a
moiety of what it should produce based upon its possible
taxable valuation, should be made by reasonable care and
exploitation a source of revenue. It was believed, and investi-
gations show, that a large part of this land would never be
developed under private ownership; that no private owner
would be willing to reclaim to any appreciable extent these
waste areas which would require so long a period of time to
develop; and that only the State or the national government
could undertake to restore the growths of valuable timber
which originally covered them. It was with this in view that
the recommendation was made to the Legislature that a com-
mission should be created to purchase in the name of the
Commonwealth such portions of the whole area as could be
bought within the price of $5 per acre, and proceed to plant
these wild and waste lands with such trees as would most
economically serve the end in view. The special commission
which considered this matter, and made the recommendations
for the law, took into account as a part of the argument in
favor of such legislation the fact that the valuable timber or
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lumber upon which this country has drawn since its beginning
was gradually becoming exhausted, and that it was necessary
as an economic measure to restore by proper forestation a
portion of the territory which was once covered with pine,
spruce or hemlock.
Almost every civilized country in Europe has for many
years realized this condition, which the people of the United
States have not yet fully absorbed, and have established scientific
forestry under the administration of the State governments.
It is entirely demonstrable, as a result of these works now in
operation in some countries for many hundred years, that a
properly controlled forest is like any other serial crop; that by
proper cutting, preservation and planting a forest can be made
perpetual and yet furnish every year or series of years a good
return for all labor or money spent upon its planting and care.
The intent, therefore, of the law, as has been intimated, is
for the State to gradually acquire by purchase or gift a large
portion of the wild and waste lands of the State, and, by
judicious and scientific reforestization, to reclaim the land so
purchased and transform it into productive forests. It was
believed and is believed that the successful operation of these
publicly owned lands would so affect the owners of smaller
isolated territories as to induce them to put into operation
similar methods. In this report the Commission desires to
state, not only what it has done in the past, but to set forth
its views as to what it is necessary for the State to do in order
to make this policy successful and operative.
It is perfectly plain that unless carried out fully and wisely
the experiment will be a failure, whereas if developed along
lines which are thoroughly well recognized and in use in many
countries for years, it is as certain of financial return as any other
business proposition. In the year 1908 the Legislature enacted
a law relating to the reforestization, and the acquisition by
the State, either by gift or purchase, of small wood lots, which
required the State Forester to develop these lands according
to scientific forestry methods, and provided therefor the sum
of $10,000 per year. This law still remains operative, and the
State Forester has acquired and planted up to the present
time 5,340 acres. If no further territory were acquired under
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this act, he still has under the law to care for and replant
what has been so far secured. It has been shown by the
experience of the last three years that practically the whole
of the amount of $10,000 is annually consumed in the care of
these plantations, so that, after the necessary charge of taking
care of these plantations is considered, no material amount
is left by which these large tracts purchased by the State
Forest Commission can be reforestized and made productive,
as was contemplated when the act was passed.
This Commission realizes that it has no authority to de-
termine the amount to be so spent on plantations already in exist-
ence, or any responsibility as to the reclamation of the waste
lands purchased under its direction. It does, however, con-
ceive it to be a part of its duty to present the facts to the
Legislature in order that wise legislation may be adopted
towards the reclamation of these tracts and the creation of
State forests which deserve the name of forests. Otherwise
there is no purpose in making purchase of these territories.
In fact, it is more of a detriment than a benefit to the public
for the State to start out upon a policy of economic reclamation
which cannot be carried out to completion.
By the most careful estimate of the cost of planting wild areas
with pine or other coniferous trees it would require at least $10
an acre to plant; and as all the land purchased is practically
waste land, or land which will have to be actually planted as
well as cleared, it would require, for the land already bought
by the Commission, between $75,000 and $100,000. This, of
course, should not be attempted all in one year; but at least
1,000 to 2,000 acres ought to be planted every year, and should
be cared for after they are planted in a way to protect them
against natural enemies and fires. There is no object in going
on with the purchase of these lands unless the proper author-
ity is supplied with means to convert them from waste lands
to productive forests. The Commission believes that this
State as well as others will soon have to take up the culti-
vation of lumber-producing forests for its own protection, just
as it took up the question of properly constructed highways.
One is as much a question of economics as the other, and the
need of forests will be realized by the public at large before
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many years pass as much as the need of highways. The Com-
mission is so well satisfied of the truth of this that it ventures
to urge upon the Legislature the wisdom of supplying the Com-
mission or the State Forester with sufficient additional sums
of money to take care of the lands already purchased or to be
purchased in the future. It desires to so place itself before
the Legislature that there will be no question as to the atti-
tude of the Commission and the necessity for some appropri-
ation which shall make the former action of the General Court
productive of some good.
During the year 1916 the activities of the Commission have
been devoted to certain minor developments of properties
acquired by the State during the previous year, and in the
purchase of the North Andover and Reading tract and the
Myles Standish Forest in Plymouth and Carver. It was found
that it was necessary to devote a certain amount of the funds
of the Commission to the necessary care of lands already se-
cured. It was necessary, for instance, to repair the house and
barn contained in the Otter River Forest Reserve in order
that it might be available for use by the employees of the
State Forester in the work to be done within the limits of that
forest. It was necessary, also, to complete unfi.nished surveys,
and to so mark the boundaries that there would never be any
question in the future as to the boundary lines. It was neces-
sary, also, in the North Andover and Reading forest to make
surveys to confirm titles to different lots contained therein.
For the same reason, in the spring of 1916, the boundary lines
of the Myles Standish Forest were not only fixed by transit
surveys, but the outside boundary lines were cleared to a
width of 15 to 17 f'cet. Fire apparatus was purchased and put
in place, and several hundred white pines planted. Many of
the roads were cleared of brush, for fire protection. Most of
these operations, with the exception of surveying, are con-
sidered by the Commission as part of the duty devolving upon
the State Forester as defined by the law, and not included in the
responsibilities of this Commission. On account, however, of the
lack of funds in that department this Commission deemed it
necessary to do the work outlined as protection against fire
dangers and to confirm the possession of these tracts in the
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name of the Commonwealth. The expenditure of the money
necessary to perform these requisite acts depleted, to just that
extent, the available funds for the purchase of land by the Com-
mission; but from the point of view of the Commission as
guardians of the interests of the State, such steps were neces-
sary and could not be evaded. In the Myles Standish Res-
ervation there are from 80,000 to 100,000 white pines which
were set by private persons previous to the purchase by the
State.
In answer to the adverse criticism that has reached the ears
of the Commission j viz., that the Plymouth and Carver lands
are unsuited to the growth of white pine, it is stated now that
at least 95 per cent, of these trees are in full growth, and are
equal in their development to trees of the same kind planted
in other parts of the Commonwealth. There is no doubt in
the minds of the Commission that practically every acre of this
forest is susceptible to white pine growth. It is quite possible
that in most of the newly created State forests camping sites
can be let each year, without injury to the forest lands, in a
manner similar to that adopted by the National Forest Com-
mission, and from which an appreciable revenue may be de-
rived. Within the limits of the Myles Standish Reservation
there are thirteen ponds and lakes with an aggregate area of
316 acres, the borders of which offer excellent camping sites.
The Fish and Game Commission have already examined Myles
Standish Forest as a place for the propagation of fish and
game, and have approved certain low and swampy places as
suitable to the breeding of wild ducks and other game birds,
and the ponds for the conservation of valuable fish.
The Commission have already entered into negotiations for
the purchase of two areas of waste land in southern Worcester
County and in Berkshire. These areas comprise lands once
densely covered with a profitable forest growth, either of pine
or spruce, but which, having been cut off by lumbermen and
subsequently burned over, are now becoming covered, as is
commonly the case, with worthless and unprofitable trees.
These lands are absolutely unproductive, returning nothing to
the owner in the shape of lumber or cordwood, or to the State
as taxes. They therefore are well within the classification of
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waste lands contemplated, and are also well adapted to the
purpose outlined in the law. It has already been urged that
about one-quarter of the total area of the State is composed of
nonproductive lands, neither woodland, pasture nor tillage, and
that such lands might be transformed by the contemplated
action of the State into productive forests. Careful study of
conditions and examination by the Commission and its engi-
neer in the field have, however, made it plain that a large
proportion of this undeveloped territory is in detached lots
not capable of being turned into a continuous forest under the
direction of the State; but further, it has been demonstrated
that notwithstanding the absolute unproductivity of these
lands, the owners have been unwilling in a large measure to
dispose of such tracts at a maximum figure of $5 an acre. In
other words, it can only be hoped that the improvement of
these detacjied lands will by degrees be made by private inter-
ests, as the owners observe the effects of intelligent treatment
of the larger areas by the trained foresters of the State.
The Commission is well satisfied that the policy adopted by
the Commonwealth of reclaiming these waste lands is a wise
one if not an absolutely necessary one; but it wishes to make
it clear, after three years of careful observation, that it is
quite as necessary to plant and care for these lands as it is to
purchase them, and that acquiring them in the name of the
Commonwealth and doing nothing to reclaim them is the
height of inconsistency. It is also incontestable that the State
Forester will have very little money which can be applied to
the care and planting of State forests under conditions at
present existing, and it must be realized that even if the whole
of the reforestation fund could be so used, it would be entirely
inadequate for the purpose.
In view of the conditions set forth in this report, the Com-
mission recommends and urges the passage of an act author-
izing it to expend the further sum of $20,000 in planting,
clearing and maintaining the State forests already acquired
and to be acquired, under the direction of the State Forester.
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Summary of Recommendations.
By the most careful estimate of the cost of planting wild
areas with pine or other coniferous trees it would require at
least $10 an acre to plant; and as all the land purchased is
practically waste land, or land which will have to be actually
planted as well as cleared, it would require for the land already
bought by the Commission between $75,000 and $100,000.
This, of course, should not be attempted all in one year;
but at least 1,000 to 2,000 acres ought to be planted every
year, and should be cared for after they are planted in a way
to protect them against natural enemies and fires.
This recommendation has been embodied in a draft of bill sub-
mitted.
Proposed Purgatory Chasm Reservation.
The Commission submits, as a part of this document, its
findings in the matter of Purgatory Chasm, as directed by the
resolve of the Legislature, approved May last, calling for an
investigation as to the practicability and advisability, and an
estimate of the cost, if any, of establishing a State reservation
at Purgatory Chasm in the town of Sutton.
The Chasm is situated in the town of Sutton, between
Sutton Center and Whitinsville in the town of Northbridge.
It is reached by an old road running between Whitinsville and
Sutton which passes near the Chasm entrance. The road at the
present time is in a poor condition, and should be repaired to
make the Chasm more easily accessible.
The Chasm constitutes what is no doubt one of the most
unusual natural formations to be found within the Common-
wealth. It has been for many years attractive to large num-
bers of people both inside and outside the State, although the
difficulty of access has made it possible for only a few, of the
many who under other conditions would have visited the
Chasm, to see the wonders of the place.
The tract has for many years been owned by the Whitin
Machine Works, a manufacturing corporation located in Whi-
tinsville, and the ri^ht of the people to visit the place has never
been restricted in any way. During the past few years, how-
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ever, much of the forest land adjoining the tract has been cut
off; and although the Commission does not feel that the
lumber on the Chasm property is of sufficient value to render
it a great temptation to lumbermen, or an inducement to the
owners to part with the property for private interests, such
is within the realm of possibility. The Chasm tract comprises
an area of 102^ acres, and consists of six small parcels of land
all adjoining each other. It is stated by Mr. Haynes, engineer
for the Commission, who had the investigation in charge, that
the acquisition of three of these lots, comprising an area of 59|
acres, would be sufficient to preserve the natural beauties of the
Chasm and the area immediately surrounding it. The owners
of the property have agreed to sell these 59^ acres to the
Commonwealth for $3,202.50, which figure was estimated by
Mr. Haynes to be a fair valuation of the property. The owners
assert their unwillingness to part with the property to any one
else for the same price. While the 59| acres, if thus acquired,
could not in any sense be treated as a part of a State forest,
and do not come within the meaning of the law creating the
State Forest Commission, it is quite possible that should the
State purchase this property the Commission would seriously
consider the advisability of acquiring a few hundred acres of
land now stripped of its timber and adjoining the Chasm tract,
and thereby make the same into a State forest.
This Commission was authorized and directed to investigate
the practicability and advisability of acquiring this tract and
to estimate the cost thereof. The acquisition is practicable,
and if the Commonwealth desires to continue providing attrac-
tive resorts for the people at a moderate cost, this place
presents unusual advantages. Whether these advantages are
equal to the cost of the same the Legislature alone should
decide. If once acquired, there ought to be no considerable
expense attached to maintenance, for the beauty of the Chasm
is provided by nature and cannot be improved upon to any
material extent.
The Commission would recommend that some legislative
committee make a visit to Purgatory Chasm, as it is only fair
to state that oral or written descriptions are inadequate to
convey a true conception of the wonders of the place.
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Financial Statement.
Expenses.
Appropriation for 1916,
Expenditures : —
Traveling expenses of commissioners and secretary, . $286 24
Stationery and postage, 31 47
Printing, '. ... 149 24
Sundries, 32 84
Balance returned to treasury November 30, 1915,
$500 00
499 79
21
Purchase and Maintenance of Forests.
Balance on hand November 30, 1915, . . $17,057 79
Appropriation for 1916, 20,000 00
Received for tools lost, ...... 97
Expenditures :—
Services, . . . • $5,706 87
Travel, 753 02
Maps, etc., 502 23
Land, 22,002 06
Stationery and postage, 4 73
Equipment and supplies, 602 15
Freight and teaming, . . . . . . 224 65
Sundries, 127 48
Balance on hand November 30, 1916, ....
Special Investigation of Purgatory Chasm.
Appropriation for 1916,
Expenditures : —
Services, . $41 54
Travel, 45' 86
Maps and photographs, etc., 11 50
$37,058 76
Balance on hand November 30, 1916,
Respectfully submitted,
29,923 19
$7,135 57
$100 00
98 90
$1 10
HARVEY N. SHEPARD.
F. W. RANE.
